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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Pierre Charmasson

President, Meeting Professionals International San Diego Chapter


Phone: (619) 299-5991 ext. 121       E-mail address: cmp@proeventsolutions.com
LOCAL MEETING PLANNING ORGANIZATION SALUTES ITS LEADERS

San Diego -- July 2007-- The San Diego Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (SDMPI) held their Gala Dinner at the San Diego Hall of Champions in Balboa Park to install its new leadership and to award outstanding chapter members.

The new leadership team consists of the  following industry professionals:  
· President: Pierre Charmasson, Professional Event Solutions
· President-Elect: Bill Yahres, CMP, The Event Team
· Immediate Past President: Tina Sanchez – Alvarez, CMP, American Golf 
· Vice President Finance: Kelley Howard, The Meeting Manager
· Vice President Communications: Stacey Jeter, Style Gifts, Ltd.
· Vice President Membership: Erin Fitzgerald, CMP, Omni San Diego Hotel
· Vice President Education: Linda Goldman, CMP, Harris Goldman Productions, Inc. 
This team along with seven Directors and 21 Committee Chairpersons work together  to empower SDMPI’s nearly 500 persons membership base to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities.
The evening was capped off with the announcement of the best of the best for the chapters past fiscal year. Acknowledged for their continued SDMPI volunteer service, industry contributions, community service and ongoing professional advancement were the following: Planner of the Year – Kristine Entwistle, CMP, of Million Dollar Challenge, Supplier of the Year – Carolyn Davis, CMP, of ACCESS Destination Services, Nancy Morrell Swanson Visionary Award –Holly Young, CMP, Chapter Leadership Award – Erin Fitzgerald, CMP, Rising Star Award – Zach Anderson of Catamaran Resort Hotel and Beth Bennett of The Belly Up,  Host Facility of the Year – Riverwalk Golf Course, Presenter of the Year – Jane Sanders, President’s Award – SDMPI Strategic Alliance Committee led by Rina Katoe of The Event Team, and The Committee of Year – SDMPI Public Relations led by Carolyn Davis of ACCESS Destination Services. 

The Gala’s sponsors included: Barona Valley Ranch Hotel & Casino, Peartrees Catering, The French Gourmet, Crown Point Catering, Culinary Concepts, Continental Catering, Lou & Mickey’s Restaurant, Eurobar Espresso, Wilson Creek Winery, Festivities Catering & Events, Orfila Vineyards, Velocity Audio Visual, Multimedia Presentation Group, The AV Guys, San Diego Event Décor, Quest Drape, ProDigital Photography, The Xceptional Music Company, Classic Party Rentals, San Diego Copy, and Kleege Staging / Professional Event Solutions.

"SDMPI is home to nearly 500 meeting industry professionals who through their considerable efforts dedicate themselves to giving back to the industry and thereby increase their strategic value both personally and professionally.  The chapter is our business and we formulate a strategic plan each year.” said Immediate Past President Tina Sanchez-Alvarez. “Being one of the largest industries in San Diego, hospitality connects locals and provides visitors an opportunity to enjoy “America’s Finest City”. 

As an example of giving back to the community, SDMPI presented a check to their philanthropic recipient in the amount of eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00) to Monarch Schools who serve homeless and at-risk youth in San Diego.  

About MPI Chapter San Diego

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $122.3 billion meetings and events industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 500-member San Diego chapter of MPI, established in 1979, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit http://www.sdmpi.org
About Meeting Professional International

Meeting Professionals International is the association for the global meetings industry and is committed to delivering success for its 21,000 worldwide members by providing innovative professional development, generating industry awareness and creating business development opportunities. Founded in 1972, the Dallas-based organization delivers success through its 68 chapters and clubs in 20 countries around the world. For more information, visit www.mpiweb.org.
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