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San Diego Meeting Professionals raises money for monarch school

San Diego – Monday, January 12, 2009 - The San Diego Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) raised over $12,000.00 during its holiday event, “Season of Rock”, which was held on December 9th at the Hard Rock San Diego Hotel.  Approximately 200 guests attended this spectacular event.

The evening began with cocktails and a silent auction offering trips, events, golf and fabulous spa packages among other items and culminated after dinner with a live auction and “wish pillows” for cash donations.   Between the silent and live auctions, SDMPI raised over $12,000.  A portion of the funds will go to The Monarch School, which relies on charitable donations to continue its assistance program.” 

“We are thrilled with the success of this fundraiser,” said Bill Yahres, SDMPI Chapter President.  “We have been donating funds to The Monarch School for several years, and are grateful for the work they do in San Diego to benefit children,” he added.  
The Monarch School was founded in 1988 and is dedicated to providing homeless and at-risk children with an accredited education while also caring for their basic needs. There are currently more than 100 kids between the ages of 7 and 18 attending the school.  Sadly, there are over 2,200 homeless children in San Diego. By donating money to The Monarch School, we may allow the opportunity for more local children to benefit from this team of teachers, administrators, and volunteers who want these children to succeed.
Event sponsors included:  The Hard Rock Hotel, The Xceptions, A/V Guys, Mike Hogan, and Pacific Event Productions.  For more information on this and other SDMPI sponsored events, please visit:  www.sdmpi.org. 

About the San Diego MPI Chapter

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $102.3 billion meetings and events industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 525-member San Diego chapter of MPI, established in1979, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. 

About Meeting Professionals International

Established in 1972, Meeting Professionals International is the largest association for the meetings profession with more than 24,000 members in 69 chapters and clubs. As the global authority and resource for the $102.3 billion meetings and events industry, MPI empowers meeting professionals to increase their strategic organizational value through education and networking opportunities. Its strategic plan, Pathways to Excellence, is designed to elevate the role of meetings in business via: creating professional development levels to evolve member careers to positions of strategic understanding and influence; influencing executives about the value of meetings; and ensuring MPI is the premier marketplace for planners and suppliers.
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