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Association Takes Steps to Go Green
San Diego Meeting Professionals International Leadership Retreat will be Paperless

San Diego – June 1, 2007 – The San Diego Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI), in taking the first steps in thinking “environmentally friendly” is going green for their June leadership retreat.  Instead of handing out hefty binders to each of the incoming leaders of the chapter, they will be going paperless, by downloading content on flash drives.  Members of the meeting will attend with their laptop computers and the leadership information will be downloaded on to each of their systems.

“We have decided to overcome the conventional mind-set of paper usage within our chapter. Paper waste management requires the active cooperation of the entire membership – starting with the leadership, “said Virginia Mergener, CMP, incoming Director of Publications for the San Diego Chapter. 

Every year leadership binders are distributed to about 40 people, stuffed with references, resources, samples, and forms. Last year’s binders are tossed and each person, even repeat leaders, is given a new binder. This year the content of the binders will be placed on flash drives.

"Education is such a key component to our organization and by drawing awareness of the natural resources we utilizes to implement them is key. Bringing our leadership their chapter resource material in an electronic version rather than paper may seem a little insignificant, but it is efforts like these that do make a difference.  We all must make a conscience effort at preserving our environment,” said Tina Sanchez-Alvarez, President of the San Diego Chapter of Meeting Professionals International.
During the past two decades, environmental issues have taken on new importance in many industries, with energy conservation and minimized consumption of natural resources receiving the most public attention.  Only recently, however, have meeting professionals begun to fully consider the importance of environmentally friendly events, said Seth Gardner, a freelance writer based in Chicago. More planners are striving to minimize their events’ environmental impacts, and their suppliers are also working to make meeting facilities more earth-friendly.
About MPI Chapter San Diego

Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $122.3 billion meetings and events industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The 500-member San Diego chapter of MPI, established in 1979, empowers its members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit http://www.sdmpi.org
About Meeting Professional International

Meeting Professionals International is the association for the global meetings industry and is committed to delivering success for its 21,000 worldwide members by providing innovative professional development, generating industry awareness and creating business development opportunities. Founded in 1972, the Dallas-based organization delivers success through its 68 chapters and clubs in 20 countries around the world. For more information, visit www.mpiweb.org.
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